EARLY   YEARS
advantage/5 The notes about his Oxford career are
meagre: he saw a freak undergraduate drink coffee, a
custom which cccame not into England till thirty
years later53; he "declaimed" in the Chapel, he hurt
his leg by falling off a table, he went to the dancing
Academy, and to the popular riding Academy of
William Stokes; learned the rudiments of music; and
spent his vacations either at Wotton or travelling
about looking at towns and cathedrals. Although he
went into residence at the Middle Temple, the study
of the law did not appeal to him. At the end of 1040
his father died, and his brother George succeeded to
the Wotton estates.
The reflections written under the year 1641 open
with a passage which shows how Evelyn, looking
back, gave no high estimate of his capacity or morals
as a young man of twenty-one.
"1641. It was a sad and lugubrious beginning of the
year, when, on the 2nd of January, 1640*1, we at
night followed the mourning hearse to the church at
Wotton; when, after a sermon and funeral oration by
the minister, my father was interred near his formerly
erected monument, and mingled with the ashes of our
mother, his dear wife, Thus, we were bereft of both
our parents in a period when we most of all stood in
need of their counsel and assistance, especially
myself, of a raw, vain, uncertain and very unwary
inclination: but so it pleased God to make trial of my
conduct in a conjuncture of the greatest and most
prodigious hazard that ever the youth of England
saw; and, if I did not amidst all this impeach my
liberty nor my virtue with the rest who made